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•The College List 

•How admissions affects financial aid 

•Merit Based Scholarships 

•SAT/ACT Optional and Aid 

•Safety, Target and Reach Schools 

•The FAFSA Form & The CSS Profile Form 

•Scholarships 

•Financial Aid
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Average College Cost  
• Public $14,000 to $27,000 

•  Private $34,000 to $48,000 
•  Elite $45,000 to $80,000
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• Columbia Univ.  $78,385 
• Fordham        $75,450 
• NYU            $75,257 
• George W. Univ. $74,407   
• Fairleigh (NJ)    $60,344

* Numbers account for tuition, room and board and misc cost
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Simply type 
College/University 

name here

College Lookup

College Lookup
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! Safety School 
◦ Your academic credentials fall above the 
school's range for the average freshman. You 
can be reasonably certain that you will be 
admitted to your safety schools. 

! Target School 
◦ Your academic credentials fall well within 
(or even exceed) the school's range for 
the average freshman.  

! Reach School 
◦ Your academic credentials fall below the 
school's range for the average freshman. 
Reach schools are long–shots, but they 
should still be possible. If you have a 
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• There are Schools That Do Not Use SAT or ACT 
Scores for admitting students Into Bachelor Degree 
Programs. 

• Visit the Fair Test Website 
http://www.fairtest.org/university/optional 
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Online or Paper form

What is your best bet 

•Application Fees 

•Reliability 

•Making deadlines  

•Making it easy 

•Paper forms are becoming extinct

WWW.FAFSA.GOV



                                                                                                                                    
                                                                               www.principiaprep.com



                                                                               www.principiaprep.com

! Get Organized:
◦ Bring a transcript, resume, notepad

!On the campus:
◦ Ask questions (The students)
◦ Visit areas of interest 

Labs, classrooms, Stadium, etc
◦ Check out the whole campus
◦ Get business cards

!After your visit:
◦ Thank you email
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!TALK
◦ Distance
◦ Cost
◦ Major
◦ Expectation

!It’s ok to ask????
◦ Why?
◦ What are you looking for?
◦ Do you understand the loan 

must be paid back?
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FAFSA FORM  CSS PROFILE 
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Online or Paper form

What is your best bet 

•Application Fees 

•Reliability 

•Making deadlines  

•Making it easy 

•Paper forms are becoming extinct

WWW.FAFSA.ED.GOV



                                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                     

Expected Family Contribution (EFC)
Parent’s Formula

Parents' Income     - A Living Allowance  (family size)-       
Taxes x 22% to 47% = Parents’ Contribution from Income 

Parents’ Assets - Asset Protection Allowance (age based)  x 
5.6%  = Parents’ Contribution from Assets 

Student’s Formula

Students’ Income - Income Taxes  - Standard Deduction of 
$3,500 X 50% = Students’ Contribution from Income

Students’ Assets - no deductions X 20% = Students’ 
Contribution from Assets
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Starting the process on Collegeboard.org

Important Things to know 

•Institutional Methodology is the 
formula  created by Private Colleges to 
determine the EFC. 

• Primary Residence and Retirement 
Accounts are assessed 

• Used by Private and Elite Colleges  

• Information Collected by CSS Profile

*START DEPENDS*
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Profile Counts

• Cash, Savings, Checking 
• Stocks and Bonds 
• Mutual Funds 
• 529 Plans 
• Second Homes 
• Child Support 
• Non-Custodial Parents Information 
• Home and Car Value 
• Untaxed Income 
• Retirement Accounts



                                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                        

 www.principiaprep.com

For Divorced or Remarried Parents:

• FAFSA does not consider 
the income and assets of the 
non-custodial parent in 
determining aid. 

• If the custodial parent has 
remarried, the spouse is 
considered a parent, and that 
person’s income and assets 
are counted.  



                                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                            

• Parent and student Social 
Security Numbers 

• Divorced/remarried parental 
information 

• Untaxed income 
• U.S. income taxes paid  
• Household size 
• Number of household members 

in college 
• Real estate and investment net 

worth
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Private VS. Public



The Green Scholarships 

E-Waste Includes: 
• Computers  
• Laptop Computers   
• PDA’s 
• Sports equipment 
• T-I Calculators 
• Stereo equipment

                                                                                                                                                                     www.principianp.com

• Printers 
• Business & 
 Office Equipment 
• DVD Players 
• Toner (full or empty) 
• Cameras

*We do pick up materials at offices.
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• Financial Aid: 
− www.fafsa.ed.gov 
− www.collegeboard.org 

• Scholarship Searches: 
− www.fastweb.com 
− www.finaid.com 

• Follow US On: 
− Facebook Principia Prep 
− Twitter Principia Prep 
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